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Welcome to Brownsville, Mariana

attended the event and flanked their
daughter onstage. Seoane
addressed the crowd of
hundreds at the celebration
in her honor.
“I feel so happy,” Seoane
said
in
Spanish.
“This has been
a very beautiful
process to be
part of … to be Mr.
Amigo in its 50th

UTB hosts ceremony for Mr. Amigo 2013

By Victoria Brito
THE COLLEGIAN

Charro Days is one of Brownsville’s
most beloved holidays, recognizing its
bicultural heritage and the friendship
between Brownsville and its sister city
across the Rio Grande, Matamoros.
Golf carts decorated with sombreros
and lotería cards made their way from
the Main Building to West University
Boulevard, down Ringgold Road and
down Gorgas Drive to arrive at the Texas
Southmost College Arts Center, where
Mr. Amigo 2013 Mariana Seoane was
welcomed with singing, dancing and
gifts.
Parade participants didn’t seem to
mind the 50-degree weather. Members
of
various
student
organizations
and UTB staff dressed in traditional
Mexican outifts. The UTB Drumline led
the procession, immediately followed
by President Juliet V. García, last
year’s Bougainvillea Queen Ana Keren
Carretero, Vice President for Student
Affairs Hilda Silva, García’s Chief of Staff
Marilyn Woods and Ozzie the Ocelot,
who rocked the sombrero he wore.

Among those participating were the
Society of Physics Students, International
Student Organization, Catholic Campus
Ministry, Division of Business Affairs
and the Campus Activities Board. The
Student Health Services golf cart blared
music while Special Projects Coordinator
Jorge Muñoz got the crowd into the
spirit.
Spectators in the Arts Center waited
anxiously for Seoane, a Mexican actress,
singer and model who wore a studded
black pantsuit, high heels and the Mr.
Amigo medallion she was presented
earlier in the day.
Sylvia Leal, vice president for
Enrollment
Services,
hosted
the
presentation.
“As part of the [Charro Days]
celebration, the Mr. Amigo Association
here in Brownsville selects a citizen
of Mexico that has significantly
contributed to the friendship of the
United States and Mexico, as their Mr.
Amigo representative,” Leal said. “This
recognition has become a great tradition
and an esteemed honor. We are very
pleased to have this year’s recipient,
Mariana Seoane, as part of our annual

campus celebration.”
Seoane is the
daughter of an
Argentinian
mother,
Estela
Garcia,
and
a
CubanMexican
father,
J o s e
Seoane.
B o t h
parents

See MR.AMIGO,
Page 11

A question of tenure
No guarantee of transfer to UT-RGV, faculty told at meeting with Cigarroa

Medical school dean
spells out issues
Fernandez pledges:
‘I will not let you down’

UT-Brownsville
Staff Senate
Representative
Yanet McClanahan
asks Francisco
Cigarroa about the
location of the new
university.

Héctor Aguilar/ Collegian Photos
UT System Chancellor Francisco Cigarroa answers questions from students and staff during
his visit to the UTB campus Wednesday.

By Marlane Rodriguez
THE COLLEGIAN

Are UT-Brownville and UT-Pan
American tenured professors going to
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District judge and county clerk hopefuls

UT-Pan American
student Amanda
Olsen asks
Cigarroa how
communication
and
transportation
will function
among UT-Rio
Grande Valley campuses in Brownsville
and Edinburg.

Magaly Rosales/Collegian

Francisco Fernandez, dean of the University of
Texas-Rio Grande Valley School of Medicine,
addresses the UT-Brownsville campus
community Wednesday afternoon in the Main
Building’s Salón Cassia.

By Marlane Rodriguez
THE COLLEGIAN

be tenured at the new UT-Rio Grande
Valley? That was the first question posed
to University of Texas System Chancellor
Francisco Cigarroa during a meeting
Wednesday afternoon on the UTB

campus.
Cigarroa came to the campus to
continue his dialogue with students,
faculty and staff about the creation of the

Francisco Fernandez, M.D., the newly
appointed founding dean of the Rio
Grande Valley’s first medical school, said
access, safety, quality, satisfaction and
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Judge hopefuls speak out
UT-Brownsville hosts forum for 357th District Court candidates

By Victoria Brito
THE COLLEGIAN

Candidates for the 357th state
district court judgeship touted their
qualifications during a 2014 Brownsville
Candidate Forum held Feb. 24 in the
Student Union’s Gran Salón.
Current 357th District Judge Oscar
X. Garcia, a Republican, and Democrats
Gloria M. Rincones and Juan A.
Magallanes informed about 55 people in
attendance about themselves and their
stance on such issues as corruption.
Rincones is an attorney from
Brownsville and a former federal agent.
She graduated from South Texas College
of Law in Houston and has practiced
law in California, which has one of the
toughest bar exams.
“Once I came to Brownsville, I decided
to focus my energy on family law,” she
said. “I have become board certified in
family law. I am the only attorney in
Brownsville that is board certified in
family law, and one of two in Cameron
County.”
Magallanes is originally from Del Rio
and received a bachelor’s degree in liberal
arts from the University of Texas at
Austin and a doctorate of jurisprudence
from the Thurgood Marshall School of
Law.
“I’ve had a passion for the law ever
since I can remember,” he said, “ever
since Perry Mason came on TV, which
was about the early ’60s.”
Magallanes said he has practiced law
in the Rio Grande Valley for many years.
“I was part of one of the biggest
verdicts in the [Rio Grande] Valley,” he
said. “We took on many, many, many oil
companies because they contaminated
the water source in McAllen several years
ago. It took us 12 years to litigate that
case, 12 years. We finally went to trial

Blanca Villarreal/Collegian Photos
Juan A. Magallanes

Gloria M. Rincones

Oscar X. Garcia

“I was part of one of the biggest verdicts in
the [Rio Grande] Valley.”

“I am the only attorney in Brownsville that
is board certified in family law, and one of
two in Cameron County.”

“I’m proud to say, in the almost eight months,
disposing over 1,100 cases, I have not put up
with corruption.”

and the trial lasted for two months and at
the end of the case the jury agreed with
our case and we won over $100 million
on that case. I’ve had successes like that
in my career.”
Garcia was appointed to the judgeship
by Texas Gov. Rick Perry last year after
the resignation of the previous judge,
Leonel Alejandro. Garcia is a Brownsville
native who attended Russell Elementary
School, Stell Middle School and Pace
High School. He received his law degree
from UT-Austin.
“I was appointed last May by the
governor of Texas over 20 other
applicants,” Garcia said. “The governor
was very well acquainted with our history
of courthouse corruption. It had been in
the papers almost on a weekly basis.”
Garcia said he will not tolerate
corruption in the courthouse.
“I’m proud to say, in the almost eight
months, disposing over 1,100 cases, I
have not put up with corruption,” he said.
“And that’s the single most important
issue.”

The candidates were asked what makes
them the best candidate for the position.
“It’s really a matter of what you decide,
as to what you want for Cameron County,”
Rincones replied. “Do you want a fresh,
new start for our county? Do you want
new ideas? Do you want a new energy?
Do you want a positive mentality? What
do you want to represent you in Cameron
County? And then you decide who is your
best candidate. We’re all qualified.”
Magallanes said his wisdom is what
makes him the most qualified.
“I believe that I am the most qualified
because not only of past experience I
just spoke to you about but also the
wisdom that you acquire after being
in this profession so long,” he said.
“And the wisdom is a combination of
exercising your profession but it also is
a combination with how committed you
are to this community.”
Garcia said he agrees with the point
made by Rincones--it is up to the voters
to decide who is more qualified.
“At the end of the day, what your

qualifications are is really meaningless
if you’re not willing to stand up to the
corruption that we’ve all been reading
about,” he said. “What does it matter
what your qualifications are? It doesn’t,
because if you don’t stand up to the
problems that we’ve had you’re just
going to repeat them. I’m proud to say
that in my eight months on the bench, no
powerful political figure has been able to
call me and ask for favors.”
Garcia has no opponent in the
Republican primary. He will face the
victor of the Democratic primary—
Magallanes or Rincones--in November.
Early voting began Feb. 18 and ended
Friday. The primary election is Tuesday.
The forum was sponsored by Student
Engagement, Healthy Communities of
Brownsville and Communication Chair
and Associate Professor John A. Cook’s
leadership communication class in
collaboration with the Center for Civic
Engagement’s Project 100%.

County clerk hopefuls state goals
By Ana Cavazos

Technology upgrades, customer service, efficiency targeted

THE COLLEGIAN

Four of five hopefuls in the race for
Cameron County clerk discussed their
qualifications and goals during a 2014
Brownsville Candidate Forum held Feb.
24 in the Student Union’s Gran Salón.
Democrats Letty Perez-Garzoria, Sylvia
Garza Perez, Don De Leon and Arnold
Flores Jr. spoke before an audience of
about two dozen people.
George Kowalski, a Democrat also
seeking election to the position, did
not attend because of a conflict in his
schedule, organizers said. Flores left
after answering the first question due to
a family emergency.
The county clerk’s office is responsible
for recording legal instruments, including
deeds, deeds of trust, plats, liens, notices,
livestock marks and brands, easements,
cemetery deeds, powers of attorney, oil
and gas leases, releases, assumed name
certificates and many other documents,
according to the office’s website, www.
co.cameron.tx.us. All birth and deaths
occurring outside city limits but within
the county’s boundaries are registered
with the county clerk. The office also
issues marriage licenses.
Perez-Garzoria is a nurse who
graduated from Texas Southmost College

Héctor Aguilar/Collegian Photos
Sylvia Garza Perez

Arnold R. Flores

Don De Leon

Letty Perez-Garzoria

and UTB/TSC’s School of Business.
Flores, who serves as administrative
services director for Cameron County,
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in
business administration from UTB/
TSC in 2003. He also earned a master’s
degree in business administration from
the University of Phoenix. Flores worked
for six years as a district director for state
Sen. Eddie Lucio Jr. (D-Brownsville)
and district administrator for state Rep.
Eddie Lucio III (D-San Benito).
Flores said that he is the only candidate
with legislative experience.
Garza Perez obtained her bachelor
of arts degree from UTB/TSC and
her master’s degree in health care
administration from the University of
Phoenix. She has worked in the health
care field in Cameron, Hidalgo and Webb
counties.
De Leon obtained a degree from Blinn
College in the east-central Texas city of
Brenham. He ran for Congress two years
ago as an independent candidate. He
said the Rio Grande Valley still has a lot
of work to do on the issues of inequality
and education.
“Being the poorest county in the nation
and the poorest city in the nation doesn’t
impress me, it’s not something I’m happy

See CLERKS, Page 11
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Beyond the primaries

Another addiction
to worry about
Yes, North America’s penchant for
fracking is full of environmental dangers,
same for the new oil and gas pipelines
from north to south, many ending in
Texas.
But here is another angle, also
environmental, though in the long run.
Like an alcoholic loose in an unguarded
liquor store-Like a sweets addict roaming an
unpatrolled candy factory-Like a tobacco addict in an unlocked
cigarette warehouse-Like a drug addict with unlimited
access to a Drug Enforcement Agency
confiscated-drug facility-Get ready, North America, and other
continents, to burn what initially is cheap
and unlimited gas and oil; live today, die
tomorrow …
Thus, the long-run environmental
consequences and energy conservation
have left most political and planning
tables …
Why spoil the party that has already
started, and will soon be raging, with a
warning that the gas and oil will not last
more than a half-century, if that, and
then what?
Like the alcoholics and other addicts
who have found unsecured, if deadly,
treasures, North Americans are behaving
the same with gas and oil.
Then:
environmental
suicide.

FIND THE MYSTERY WORD!
HINT:sweater is to winter as _____ is to summer

Eugene “Gene” Novogrodsky
Brownsville

Having lived in Cameron County for
more than 25 years, I have watched
hundreds of Democratic Party candidates
run for various local seats in primaries.
I have watched the hundreds who lost
disappear into the woodwork--never
to be seen or heard again until the next
primary.
This year Texas has the potential for
a major change at the state level, with
Democrats Wendy Davis running for
governor and Leticia Van De Putte for
lieutenant governor.
All Cameron County Democrats who
win or lose, or get a second chance in a
runoff, must support all on the ticket
locally. After all, you claimed to be
Democrats.
And, you must support Davis and Van
De Putte, and in the process urge your
hundreds and thousands of backers to do
the same.
It is fine to want a Cameron County
office, but those Democrats must begin to
see the bigger picture--and what occurs
in Austin and Washington does affect the
county.
Make some history in 2014--and get
behind all in your party.
Do not vanish for two or four years.
Any office you gain should be an
opportunity to serve the county well.
And if you come up short at the polls,
do not sulk!
Work for the Democratic ideals you
claim to endorse.
Ruth E. Wagner
Brownsville

What are your plans
for Spring Break?
“Probably going to go to the beach with my
family and my girlfriend, probably stay out
there for the weekend. Go to the beach,
go to Schlitterbahn, have a good time,
you know, barbecue, catch up some sun.
That’s pretty much it, some parties here
and there.”

Christian Gonzales

Texas Southmost College freshman

i

K
N
I
TH

“Voy a visitar a mis amigas que descuido durante
todo el semestre. Me voy a preparar para el
siguiente examen de física y a decorar mi cuarto”.

Ramona Luna

Estudiante de física de segundo año

“Well, mainly just work,
’cause I work in a
professional
mariachi
[band], so we have a lot
of work during the Spring
Break time. So, mainly just
work and study for the test coming
up.”
“I’m definitely going to do a lot of recreational reading and
sleeping. I’m just going to sleep. Hibernation time for me.”

Kristen Gomez
Biology freshman

--Compiled by Anthony Cano
--Photos by Alberto Garcia

Juan Zamorano

Criminal justice freshman
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American Marketing Association seeks $150

By Anthony Cano
THE COLLEGIAN

The Student Government Association
today will consider a resolution granting
funds to the American Marketing
Association to host a local mixer of small
businesses.
During the Feb. 24 meeting, Azalia
Martinez, vice president of social media
and advertising for the AMA, clarified the
funding request.
“There was a clear lack of
communication between one of our
members and what was being proposed,”
Martinez said, referring to the Feb. 17
meeting when an AMA representative
asked for $300 for the club. “Initially,
it was $150 that we requested for the
donation to be made for our event in
April for the Galeria 409 event. … We
want to open up the community to start
being a lot more social and involving
students to go out into the community.”
SGA Vice President of Administration
Alexandra Rodriguez told Martinez:
“Thank you for coming back and verifying
that for us so it’s very clear now. … I’d
encourage you to just follow up with us
with another e-mail.”
The senate will vote on the resolution
to donate $150 to the AMA at 1 p.m.

Héctor Aguilar/Collegian

UTB Student Health Services Counselor Letty Fierros-Garza tells Student
Government Association members about a town hall meeting on underage
drinking that will be held from 7 to 8 p.m. Tuesday in the Student Union’s Gran
Salón. Also shown are (left) are School of Business Senator Alexandra Huerta
and Senator Pro Tem Marisol Sanchez.
today in Cortez Hall 118.
UTB
Student
Health
Services
Counselor Letty Fierros-Garza addressed
the senate to promote this week’s town
hall meeting on underage drinking.
The town hall session will take place
from 7 to 8 p.m. Tuesday in the Student
Union’s Gran Salón. The event will be
moderated by Marilyn Woods, chief of
staff for UTB President Juliet V. García.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Underage Drinking forum

Student Health Services will host
a town hall meeting on underage
drinking from 7 to 8 p.m. Tuesday in
the Student Union’s Gran Salón. Topics
of discussion will include substance
abuse, mental health, legal system, law
enforcement and medicine. Marilyn
Woods, chief of staff for UT-Brownsville
President Juliet V. García, will serve
as the event’s moderator. For more
information, call Student Health Services
at 882-7643.

Wellness series

Student
Health
Services, the
Campus
Suicide
Prevention
Program and the Substance Abuse
and HIV Prevention Program
will host a wellness lecture series
from noon to 1 p.m. every Monday,
from March 3 until April 14, in the
Main Building’s Salón Cassia. The
lectures are as follows: “Nada con
exceso, todo con medida,” today;
“Self-care,” March 17; “Portion
Distortion,” March 31; and “Healthy
Relationships,” April 14. Admission is
free, lunch will be provided and there will
be door prizes. For more information,
call Student Health Services Counselor
Sandra Rubio at 882-7643 or e-mail
her at sandra.rubio@utb.edu.

Pre-Spring Break events

The Office of Student Engagement
will host a Spring Break Luau from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Wednesday on the Student
Union lawn. The event will feature
games, prizes, fish tacos and punch.
The department will also sponsor Sam
Comroe’s comedy act from 8 to 10 p.m.
Wednesday night in the Student Union’s
Gran Salón. For more information, call
the Office of Student Engagement at
882-5138.

Cross Country tryouts

UT-Brownsville will conduct tryouts
for the Ocelots men’s and women’s
cross-country teams on Saturday.
The tryouts are open to all high school

and current college students. Women
will run a 5-kilometer (3.1-mile) course
at 8 a.m. and men an 8-kilometer (fivemile) course at 9 a.m. Registration will
be the day of the tryout at the Garza
Gym, 11 Gorgas Dr. All runners need
to arrive 45 minutes early to complete
waivers and to warm up. Bring adequate
running gear, racing flats/running
shoes. The surface will be a mix of dirt
and pavement. Those currently part of
a cross-country collegiate program will
need to be released by the tryout date.
A second tryout is scheduled April 19.
For more information, call Graduate
Assistant Samuel Buchanan at (940)
389-4807 or Athletics Director Todd
Lowery at 882-8912.

International Women’s Day

The Office of Global Engagement
will host a ceremony celebrating
International Women’s Day and will
recognize an outstanding international
female student from 1 to 3 pm. Thursday
in the Main Building’s Salón Cassia.
For more information, call the Office of
Global Engagement at 882-7092.

Science fair judges needed

The
Episcopal
Day
School,
34 N. Coria St. in Brownsville, is
seeking judges with various scientific
backgrounds for the Episcopal Day
School Science Fair, scheduled on
Thursday, and the Southwestern
Association of Episcopal Schools
State Science Fair, scheduled April 4.
Students interested in assisting with the
opportunity may e-mail Sandra Morfitt
at info@episcopaldayschool.net.

Ash Wednesday Mass

Bishop Daniel E. Flores, of the
Catholic Diocese of Brownsville,
will celebrate Ash Wednesday Mass
at 12:30 p.m. Wednesday in the Main
Building’s Salón Cassia. For more
information, call the Catholic Campus
Ministry 541-9697.
--Compiled by Ana Cavazos

“Because we are going into Spring
Break next week … we got a collection
of experts to talk about different topics
[such as] substance abuse,” FierrosGarza said.
The panel includes experts on alcohol
abuse, mental health, the legal system,
employment, law enforcement and
medicine. A representative from the
Brownsville Public Utilities Board
will discuss career consequences that
go along with someone engaging in
substance abuse.
“[This meeting] is for the audience to
ask questions about anything that they
have that concerns underage drinking.
That’s our main focus,” Garza said.
The first 100 students who attend and
bring their UTB student ID will receive a
$5 gift card from Subway.

POLICE REPORTS

The
following
are
among
the
incidents reported
to University Police
Feb. 19.
12:01 p.m.: The
driver of a 2006
Nissan
Sentra
reported he had
been waiting for a
parking space in Lot A-1 when his car was
struck by a 1997 Buick Sedan that left a
large dent. The driver of the Buick said
he did not see anyone behind him and his
vehicle sustained a dent on its rear left
bumper. The Buick’s driver was cited for
backing without safety. The combined
damage to both vehicles was estimated
at $600.
2:40 p.m.: An off-duty University Police
officer witnessed a two-vehicle collision
at the intersection of North Expy. 77
and East University Boulevard. Other
University Police officers were called in
for backup to help control traffic while
emergency medical services arrived on
the scene to transport two individuals
involved in the accident.
3:30 p.m.: University Police responded
to parking lot A1 in regard to a Border
Patrol assistace report. Upon arrival, the
officer made contact with a child who
said his father had left him in the parking
lot while he went to get a taxi for them.
Two officers searched for the boy’s father
but were unable to locate him. The child
was then left in the custody of a Border
Patrol agent.
--Compiled by Amanda Arredondo
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Help is right around the corner
What students should know about reducing time to graduate

By Anthony Cano
THE COLLEGIAN

What do you do when your four-year
degree plan extends into a purgatory of
academic achievement? This situation
happens to students more often than you
might think.
Academic Advising Director Selma
Yznaga offered some tips for students
to avoid falling into the “one more
semester” trap.
There are many hurdles students have
to jump over to successfully complete
their college degrees.
The first is to choose the appropriate
major you are comfortable with and can
see a future carrying out in practice.
“When you’re taking basic courses, and
starting to take your major requirements,
make sure that you really are interested
and have skills in the major that you’ve
chosen,” Yznaga said.
This will, hopefully, prevent any major
changes that may occur in the future.
The second step is to make sure you
register for enough semester credit

hours.
“Sometimes, students coming straight
out of high school are surprised by the
amount of “free time” they have because
it’s not an 8-to-5 scheduled day,” Yznaga
said.
A situation students frequently find
themselves in with free time is a job to
earn extra money. It seems harmless
considering a student may not have
Tuesday and Thursday classes, but these
life choices can snowball into something
you or your family may grow to depend
on.
“The next semester the schedule
changes and, suddenly, they [say],
‘Well, I’m only going to take six hours
this semester because I have to work,’”
Yznaga said. “Students, historically, start
taking fewer [classes] and start working
more hours.”
It’s important to keep your nose to the
grindstone and have a goal to graduate in
four years.
“A lot of our students contribute to
their family’s incomes. They may not
have a choice, they have to work. The

Sones y tradiciones

message that we’re trying to give students
is to work, work part time; the best job
is one that you can find on campus,”
Yznaga said.
Campus employers are much more
sensitive to final exam schedules and
class times.
Asked about some required classes
not being offered each semester, Yznaga
explained: “Because of the transition
that we’re in right now, some classes are
not offered and that can be a problem
for students and we recognize that’s a
problem for students, but when students
stay on track … they move to the next
sequence of courses and professors know
those classes are going to be full and we
will keep them open. The only reason that
classes close is because we don’t have
enough enrollment. … We can’t open
classes for three [students] at a time. It’s
not possible and it’s a very, very bad use
of taxpayer money and student tuition.”
So, for whatever reason a student
doesn’t enroll or drops a class because
they want to take that course with their
girlfriend or they want to wait until next

semester, enrollment numbers drop and
that hurts the students who have stayed
on track throughout the year.
The proper action to take if key classes
are unavailable is to talk to faculty.
“Faculty [members] are bending over
backwards to help students,” Yznaga said.
“The entire university is doing everything
[it] can to make sure that students don’t
get shortchanged by all of the transitions,
and so, if there’s a student who needs a
class to graduate, there are faculty who
offer independent study courses.”
“If there are a group of students that
need a course, faculty are happy to
open a course and sometimes it’s under
unconventional settings. If we don’t have
the classroom space, faculty might agree
to meet off campus somewhere. We’ll
consider any alternative to get students
what they want. I’ll tell you what doesn’t
work, is not being direct about it, and not
going to faculty.”
UTB’s four-year graduation rate
for Fiscal Year 2013 was 13.3 percent,
according to Texas Higher Education

See ADVISING, Page 13

Civil Rights documentaries
to be screened on campus
University Library receives grant for film series

Blanca Villarreal/Collegian
Accounting sophomore major Damian Ruiz and Grupo Folklórico Tizatlán de UTB Assistant
Director and Choreographer Santa Estrella perform a traditional dance from the Mexican
state of Aguascalientes during the “Sones y Tradiciones” dance presentation, held Feb. 23 in
the Texas Southmost College Arts Center.

Grupo Folklórico Tizatlán de UTB Assistant Director and
Choreographer Santa Estrella and Daniel Garcia perform
a traditional dance from the Mexican state of Guanajuato
during the “Sones y Tradiciones” presentation Feb 23 in
the Texas Southmost College Arts Center.

Grupo Folklórico Tizatlán de UTB members (from left)
Angela Gonzales, Assistant Director and Choreographer
Santa Estrella and Ilse Hernandez perform a traditional
dance from the Mexican state of Guanajuato during the
“Sones y Tradiciones” presentation Feb. 23 in the Texas
Southmost College Arts Center.

Blanca Villarreal/Collegian

UT-Brownsville Reference and Instruction Librarian Joel Chirinos promotes the documentaries
that will be screened as part of the “Created Equal: America’s Civil Rights Struggle” film series
during the opening ceremony, held Feb. 20 in the Main Building’s Salón Cassia. The screenings
and discussions continue at 6:30 p.m. Thursday and March 13 in Salón Cassia.

By Amanda Arredondo
THE COLLEGIAN

The University Library has been
awarded a $1,200 grant by the National
Endowment for the Humanities to screen
a documentary series titled “Created
Equal: America’s Civil Rights Struggle”
that focuses on the fight for equality in
honor of the 150th anniversary of the
Emancipation Proclamation.
The opening reception for the series
was held Feb. 20 in Main Building’s
Salón Cassia. 2012’s “Slavery by Another
Name,” directed by Sam Pollard, was
shown last Thursday; 2010’s “Freedom
Riders,” directed by Stanley Nelson, will
be shown at 6:30 p.m. this Thursday;
and the 2011“The Loving Story,” directed
by Nancy Buirski, will be screened 6:30
p.m. March 13. All showings will be
in Salón Cassia. Admission is free and
refreshments will be served.

Each film will be followed by discussion
of the changing meaning of freedom and
equality in America. English Associate
Professor Diana Dominguez will lead
the “Freedom Riders” discussion;
communication
Professor
William
Strong will lead “The Loving Story” talk.
Each film revolves around historic
events that helped change the course
of civil rights, for example, the famous
story of the Freedom Riders, where in
1961 Civil Rights activists rode buses in
interracial groups to challenge Jim Crow
laws in the South and help bring attention
to racial segregation. The documentary
was an official selection at the Sundance
Film Festival in 2010.
Millie Hernandez, events and exhibits
coordinator for the University Library,
said this is the first year UT-Brownsville
received the grant.
“We had [an] opportunity to apply

See CIVIL, Page 13
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MR. AMIGO CELEBRATION

Mr. Amigo Association President Luigi Cristiano (from left), UTB President Juliet V. García,
Mr. Amigo 2013 Mariana Seoane and Cristiano’s wife, Paulina Segura, pose for the cameras
backstage before the Mr. Amigo Celebration in the Texas Southmost College Arts Center.
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Teri Alarcon, president of the UT-Brownsville Alumni Association, fastens a UTB pin on the
lapel of Mr. Amigo 2013 Mariana Seoane, as Student Government Association President
Stephanie Mendez and mascot Ozzie the Ocelot watch.

Collegian Editor Cleiri Quezada performs “La
charreada,” in the style of Linda Ronstadt.

Mr. Amigo 2013 Mariana Seoane and Antonio
Delgadillo, of the Mariachi Ocelotetlán, perform
José Alfredo Jiménez’s “Si nos dejan” to the
delight of the crowd in the Texas Southmost
College Arts Center.

Students from Matamoros’ Colegio de La
Salle proudly march on their way to the Texas
Southmost College Arts Center.

Alberto Garcia/Collegian
Mr. Amigo 2013 Mariana Seoane expresses her gratitude after being recognized during the celebration.
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UT-Brownsville President Juliet V. García and UTB Mascot Ozzie the
Ocelot are fast friends.
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Members of Grupo Folklórico Tizatlán
perform a traditional dance from the
Mexican state of Guerrero.

Blanca Villarreal/Collegian

A young participant in Thursday’s “Hands Across the Border” ceremony hugs
Mariana Seoane, Mr. Amigo 2013, during the traditional gift exchange between
the sister cities of Matamoros and Brownsville.

BIENVENIDA,
MARIANA

UT-Brownsville Enrollment Specialists Adhlemy Sanchez (from left), Normalinda Vera
and Ricardo Rodriguez are all smiles in their decorated golf cart as they wait for the
Parade to begin Thursday.

UT-Brownsville Drumline members Michael Segura (from left), Manuel Treviño and Kevin
Guerra lead the procession.

Accounting Technician Maria Espinoza (left) and Norma Sada, administrative assistant for
the associate vice president of Business Affairs, joyfully take part in the parade.

Mr. Amigo 2013 Mariana Seoane rings the University Bell with a little help from members of the
campus community and other invited officials.
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South Padre on the brain
By Amanda Arredondo
THE COLLEGIAN

Eight weeks into the semester of living
the life of a stressed-out college student
(you know, all-night cramming and
procrastination) have finally led to the
long-awaited Spring Break.
While some students may prefer to
stay at home and play “Call of Duty,” or
go into hibernation, others will make a
beeline for South Padre Island during
Texas Week, which begins March 10.
This Spring Break destination has been
featured on the Travel Channel, Rolling
Stone magazine and other media outlets,
with people from across the country
coming to see some of their favorite
artists perform live and get that muchdesired golden tan and beach curls.
This month, an estimated 40,000
people are expected to visit South Padre,
according to Mary K. Hancock, special
events coordinator for the City of South
Padre Island Convention & Visitors
Bureau.
One of the biggest events taking place
on the Island will be the Ultimate Music
Experience festival (UME), scheduled
March 13-15. The festival will feature
DJs from all over the world, including

Photo Courtesy South Padre Island Convention & Visitors Bureau

Hundreds of Spring Breakers enjoy their vacation at Clayton’s Beach Bar & Grill last year on
South Padre Island. More than 40,000 college and high school students are expected to visit
the Island this month.

Zedd, whose 2012 album, “Clarity,” has
sold more than a half-million copies;
Bassnectar; Boys Noize; and the king of
trance, Tiësto.
UME will take place at Schlitterbahn
Beach Waterpark. If you decide to attend,
enjoy the crazy light show, great music
and be safe.
If you’re pretty bummed about Coca-

SPI events
Ultimate Music Experience (UME)
•
Schlitterbahn Water Park,
33261 State Park Road 100
•
6 p.m. to 2 a.m.
•
Pegboard Nerds, Dyro,
Carnage, Tiësto, March 13
•
Keys ‘N Krates, Paper
Diamond, Zedds Dead and
Bassnectar, March 14
•
Brazzabelle, Sandro Silva, Boys
Noize and Zedd, March 15
•
Tickets are $129 for a general
admission three-day pass,
with a $12.09 service fee, at
eventbrite.com
Randy Rogers Band Concert
•
8 p.m. March 11
•
Clayton’s Beach Bar & Grill
•
Advance tickets on sale for $23,
plus a $2 service fee at ticketfly.
com
•
Open to all ages

Daily Mega Beach Party @ Clayton’s
Beach Bar & Grill
•
6900 Padre Blvd.
•
All ages
•
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. March 7-11
•
UME Pre-Party at noon March 12

Louie’s Backyard
•
2305 Laguna Blvd.
•
Entrance age: 18+
•
Must provide ID

Hammerhead’s Pool Parties @ Isla
Grand Beach Resort
•
500 S. Padre Blvd.
•
9 p.m. to 1 a.m. every Wednesday
and Friday, March 5-21
•
DJ acts, light shows, giveaways,
cash bar

--Compiled by Amanda Arredondo

Party smart
Luau activities to focus on Spring Break safety
By Magaly Rosales
SPANISH EDITOR

You may want to forget about
homework and midterms during Spring
Break, but you’ve got to remember safety.
The Office of Student Engagement
encourages students to attend the Spring
Break Luau from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Wednesday on the right lawn of Main
Building.
The event will inform students of the
consequences of drinking and driving
and ways to stay safe during the week of
March 10.
“We are going to be having what’s
called the “Pick Your Ride” campaign,”
said Stephen Cisneros, assistant director

of Residential Life.
He explained that the event will have
an ambulance, a police car and a taxi.
“Basically, the message we are trying
to say is that you can pick your ride,” he
said. “Which one do you want to take
during Spring Break? You don’t want
to go in the back of an ambulance. You
don’t want to be in the back of a police
unit. Your other choice is going to be to
go on a taxi.”
The Career Services Department will
provide information on how a Driving
While Intoxicated charge might affect a
student’s future career.
Another part of “Pick Your Ride” will
ask students to evaluate the kind of

See LUAU, Page 13

Cola not coming to South Padre this
year, don’t worry because there are other
options. Clayton’s Beach Bar & Grill will
host the Daily Mega Beach Party from
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. March 7-11. Clayton’s
will also host the UME Pre-Party on
March 12 and will feature Steve Aoki as
a headliner.
If electronic music isn’t your thing,

don’t worry. Wiz Khalifa (March 15) and
the Randy Rogers Band (March 11) are
scheduled to perform, along with various
DJs. All ages are allowed.
Another Coca-Cola beach alternative
is Hammerhead’s Pool Parties at Isla
Grand, taking place from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
every Wednesday and Friday March
5-21 at the Isla Grand Resort pool. Not
only will various DJ’s perform, but there
will also be a light show, cash bar and
giveaways.
Interested in enjoying South Padre’s
nightlife? Don’t forget to visit Louie’s
Backyard, 2305 Laguna Blvd. Have fun,
dance like no one is watching and enjoy
a drink (make it a virgin daiquiri if you’re
not over 21).
We have all heard about those crazy—
and sometimes dangerous--Spring Break
incidents or experienced them firsthand.
That’s why we have to stay safe. Trojan
will distribute free condoms March 10-14
at the Harbor Street beach access.
Spring Break is a chance to relax from
our busy lives, so get ready to meet
new and interesting people and make
awesome or strange memories. Have fun
and be safe, regardless if you’re spending
the break at South Padre, South by
Southwest in Austin or Cancún.

Another kind of break
UTB provides service opportunities for students
By Magaly Rosales
SPANISH EDITOR

If drinking and dancing on South Padre
Island isn’t your idea of a good time, you
might want to consider doing something
productive during Spring Break.
UT-Brownsville’s Center for Civic
Engagement will host the Alternative
Spring Break program from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. March 10 to 14 at the City
of Brownsville Parks and Recreation
Department, 1338 E. Eighth St. Parks
and Recreation will co-host.
“It’s a community outreach program,
it’s mostly to bring fun activities and
lessons to underprivileged children of
Brownsville,” said Joe Molina, a Center
for Civic Engagement lead scholar. “We
are hoping to bring these subjects to

children and educate them and provide
a fun learning experience where they
get to not only see what the agencies in
Brownsville have to offer … but they
also get to see students involved in
volunteering. We believe that volunteers
are extremely important and the sooner
children notice it’s important, they too
will probably contribute back to the
community.”
The event will have five themed days:
Healthy Awareness Day, Environmental
Day, Recreation Day, Field Trip Day and
Fun in the Sun Day.
The center is seeking teams of two
to three volunteers to put together a
15-minute lesson teaching children about
health-related or environmental-related
issues.

See ALTERNATIVE, Page 13

Panel to tackle underage drinking
Town hall meeting set Tuesday night

By Amanda Arredondo
THE COLLEGIAN

Many college students love to relieve
their stress by partying, especially now
that Spring Break is around the corner.
But, of course, with fun come safety and
legal issues.
UT-Brownsville’s Division of Student
Affairs and Student Health Services will
sponsor a town hall meeting on underage
drinking from 7 to 8 p.m. Tuesday in
the Student Union’s Gran Salón. The
meeting will be moderated by Marilyn
Woods, chief of staff to UTB President
Juliet V. García.
A panel of experts in substance
abuse, mental health, the legal system,
employment, law enforcement and
medicine will provide information on the
subject and answer questions.
“The purpose of the town hall meeting
is to get UTB students, faculty, staff
and the community to get together and
discuss underage drinking,” Student

Health Services Counselor Leticia
Fierros-Garza told The Collegian in an
interview Wednesday. “We all know that
underage drinking is a problem. We’re
trying to address that by inviting a panel
of experts to answer any type of questions
that any member of the audience may
have.”
The five-member panel will include
Sgt. Joe Cavazos, of the Texas Alcoholic
Beverage Commission; Emilia Guerra,
director of human resources for the
Brownsville Public Utilities Board;
attorney Helen O. Delgadillo; Jody
Guerra, a licensed chemical dependency
counselor from Origins Recovery Center
on South Padre Island; Sgt. Juan G.
Hernandez, of the Texas Department
of Public Safety; and a spokeswoman
from Mothers Against Drunk Driving
(M.A.D.D.).
The event is open to the public and
the first 100 UTB students who arrive
will each receive a $5 Subway gift card.
Refreshments will be served.
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year. I feel flattered and proud because of
what it represents, especially the bonds
between Brownsville and Matamoros,
the only place on the border where they
do this. It’s an honor to me.”
García sat onstage, along with Mr.
Amigo Association President Luigi
Cristiano and his wife, Paulina Segura.
“Those of us who have been lucky
enough to be raised in Brownsville know
that as a holiday, the week of Charro
Days, or Sombrero Festival, Mr. Amigo
ranks right up there with Christmas,
Easter and Fourth of July,” García said.
“This campus has been host of the Mr.
Amigo celebration now for more than 25

CHANCELLOR
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley,
which was created last year and signed
into law in July.
Bobbette Morgan, president of UTB’s
Faculty Senate, told Cigarroa in front
of a crowd of about 50 people, that she
asked lawyers at the UT System “if tenure
at UTB and UTPA means tenure at UTRGV” and was told “no.”
“Can you ensure us some way?”
Morgan, a professor in the Department
of Teaching, Learning and Innovation,
asked the chancellor.
“Legally, that is a true statement,
but the intention here is to grow the
University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley
into one of the larger universities,”
Cigarroa said.
He said he sees the university as a
growing university, which means there
will be more students and programs.
“We are going to need faculty, you
know that,” he said.
There will be transition causes, he said,
adding: “I really want to do the right
thing.”
Zelma Mata, associate professor
and chair of the Health and Human
Performance Department, asked for
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years.”
Leal said that whenever possible, the
university likes to showcase student
talent. Senior communication major and
Collegian Editor Cleiri Quezada took the
stage to sing “La charreada,” in the style
of Linda Ronstadt.
Grupo Folklórico Titzatlán, directed
by Zelma Mata, chair of the Health
and Human Performance Department,
performed two traditional dances from
the Mexican state of Guerrero, “Las
Guachitas” and “La Paloma.”
The
women dressed in brightly colored
embroidered blouses and skirts, while
the men wore white shirts and pants,
black belts and hats.
Mariachi Ocelotetlán, directed by
Fine Arts Associate Professor Antonio

Briseño,
performed
“Guadalajara,”
which left the crowd chanting, “¡Otra!”
or encore. Seoane then took the stage
and sang “Si nos dejan” by José Alfredo
Jiménez with Ocelotetlán member and
senior music major Antonio Delgadillo.
Student Government Association
President Stephanie Mendez and Ozzie
the Ocelot presented Seoane with flowers
and a plaque. The three then struggled to
ring the hefty University Bell, which drew
sympathetic laughter from the crowd.
After many attempts and much help, the
bell finally rang.
Children, who were on break from
school for the Charro Days Fiesta, also
attended the celebration.
Maybet Saldaña said the celebration
“was awesome.”

“I almost got to the autograph, I
skipped five seats for nothing,” Maybet
said of her attempt to get Seoane’s
signature.
Miranda Reyes said her favorite part
of the celebration was the mariachi
performance, and both girls agreed that
Seoane’s performance was the best part
of the presentation.
Asked what her favorite telenovela
starring Seoane is, Maybet replied: ‘“Por
ella soy Eva.’ She was the bad character.”
Seoane has starred in many
telenovelas including, “Tormenta en el
paraiso,” “Mañana es pare siempre,”
“Mar de amor” and most recently, “La
tempestad.”

the chancellor’s thoughts on having
the College of Education accredited
nationally.
UT-Brownsville Provost Alan Artibise
said he was working on that with Pedro
Reyes, UT System’s executive vice
chancellor for academic affairs.
“We’re further advancing that process,”
Artibise said.
Asked if the new university would have
a college of nursing, Cigarroa replied
that the Valley will require a school of
nursing. “That’s my vision, that’s what
I’m working on,” he said.
UTB Staff Senate Representative Yanet
McClanahan asked where the main
campus will be located.
The chancellor said a master
planner will be recruited to give
recommendations on proposals for
locations. A committee will be formed to
review the recommendations.
A decision on the location will be made
in September, or no later than Fall 2014,
he said.
Asked how redundancy in schools
and programs will be handled in an
interview with The Collegian before the
event, Cigarroa replied: “Part of the new
university is to advance excellence and
to grow opportunities and access for all
students. At the same time, just like in

our households and everything we do
in life, we really don’t want duplication
where it’s not needed.”
A leadership team will work together to
decide how to move the entire university
forward, he said.
“But we also want to do it in a manner
where our dollars are predominately
focused on student success and being
able to recruit and retain the very best
faculty,” Cigarroa said.
Asked if UT System is going to enforce
a non-smoking ban, the chancellor
replied: “First of all, I’m a physician. I’m
a big public health advocate, and so I
support smoking and tobacco cessation.”
He said those decisions have been
predominately focused on the campus
level.
UT-Arlington, UT-San Antonio and
the UT administration are tobacco-free
zones.
“It’s pretty up to the presidents and the
leadership of their campuses; we have
not mandated that at System,” he said.
Asked how transportation will be
handled, he said: “There will be travel,
but first of all, we’re trying to create a
university of the 21st century where
we also utilize technology, and the
opportunities of being able, through
teleconferencing, provide real-time

interactions.”
Officials are working with the
region, not just one city, on expanding
transportation, he said.
“I think the city leadership is coming
together across the cities of the Valley to
have better transportation methods for
students and faculty,” Cigarroa said.
Although he announced recently that
he will resign as chancellor, Cigarroa said
he will continue to be a Project South
Texas adviser.
“This is supposed to last multiple
administrations and generations,” he
said.
After answering questions from faculty
and staff, some students complained that
they did not get a chance to ask questions,
as had been publicized by UTB, because
officials were running late.
Sophomore business major Frank
Corral was among the students seeking
answers.
“I wanted to ask questions, I wanted
to speak with the chancellor,” Corral
said. “I know there’s been a lot of focus
on the medical school, but I’m a business
major.”
He said the school “shouldn’t be just
for medical students.”

program.
A student in the TIME program asked
Fernandez how he is going to keep the
affordability will be the main focus of the
medical students in the Valley after they
school.
graduate.
During
a
meeting
Wednesday
Fernandez said the goal is retaining
afternoon with the UTB campus
the graduates in the Rio Grande Valley.
community in Salón Cassia, Fernandez
“I hope that they will want to build
said he will use the acronym DEPTH to
something around this community,” he
describe the basic issues that the medical
said.
school will address.
His goal is for the school to serve as a
“D” is for diversity, “E” is for excellence,
model for all other communities.
Fernandez said to a crowd of more than
“The richness of that model, the
40 people.
richness of the community, the richness
“I have a whole other “The richness of that model, the richness of the community, of your heart, and your
conceptualization of excellence,” the richness of your heart, and your warmth and sincerity warmth and sincerity is
he said.
what’s going to make it
is what’s going to make it work.”
Professional is the “P” in
--Francisco Fernandez work,” Fernandez said.
DEPTH.
Dean, UT-RGV School of Medicine The medical school was
“I really think it’s a very high
created by Senate Bill 24,
bar indeed,” he said. “I pledge to you that
which also authorized the University
we will meet and attempt to surpass that
University College of Medicine from
of Texas System board of regents to
bar.”
1984 to 1997.
abolish UT-Brownsville and UT-Pan
He said failure is not an option.
“The school of medicine is going to
American and create a new university
“The last [two letters] I really had
provide unbelievable opportunities for
with academic campuses in Cameron
trouble, but I finally came up with Total
our students,” Cigarroa said. “This is an
and Hidalgo counties. The bill was signed
Health,” Fernandez said.
important part of our history.”
into law by Gov. Rick Perry on July 14.
Fernandez said he hopes the medical
UT-Brownsville
President
Juliet
Reyes, who is in charge of the
school, which will open its doors in Fall
V. García introduced Cigarroa, after
consolidation of the universities, said
2016, will accomplish his goals.
acknowledging other officials and
now that the dean of the medical school
“Now that I’ve given you DEPTH, I
students in the audience, including state
is selected, the next step is to get the
want to thank you for the honor to serve
Sen. Eddie Lucio Jr. (D-Brownsville);
school accredited.
as the founding dean,” he said.
state Rep. Eddie Lucio III (D-San Benito),
“That means hiring all the faculty, all
Fernandez, who was selected Feb. 13
Pedro Reyes, UT System executive
the administrators, so they can get the
out of four final candidates, closed his
vice chancellor for academic affairs,
accreditation, and once that happens,
remarks with: “I pledge to you that I will
Brownsville Mayor Tony Martinez,
then it becomes an independent medical
not let you down.”
Harlingen Mayor Chris Boswell and
school and part of the UT-Rio Grande
Officials said a news conference is
the students in the A-Prime TIME
Valley,” he said.
scheduled March 14 in the Rio Grande
(Transformation in Medical Education)

DEAN
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Valley to introduce program directors.
UT System Chancellor Francisco
Cigarroa introduced Fernandez after
giving the dean’s qualifications.
Fernandez is a professor and chairman
of psychiatry and neurosciences at the
University of South Florida College of
Medicine in Tampa, where he also directs
the Institute for Research in Psychiatry
and Neurosciences.
He was a faculty member at UT MD
Anderson Cancer Center, UT Health
Science Center-Houston and Baylor

CLERKS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

about,” De Leon said.
Technology upgrades and improving
customer service are among the goals of
Garza Perez and De Leon
“The technology that we have, it’s not
where it needs to be, but in order to do
that we have to identify ways to get the
money, the grants and the funding to
do that,” Garza Perez said. “… We don’t
wanna go back to you, the constituents,
and say we are going to raise your taxes
in order to pay for this.”
She said customer service is always
important.
“It’s like when you go shopping at
Walmart and Target--you wanna make
sure that people take care of what you
need, that they do it with a smile, ” Garza
Perez said.
“My focus would be customer service;
the second thing would be to always
make sure that our office is open to every
taxpayer in Cameron County,” she said.
De Leon said: “Technology needs to be
improved. The technology is not where it
needs to be. We have to look at how fast
we are growing and how we can better
serve the public.”
Perez-Garzoria said building on the
strengths of County Clerk Joe G. Rivera
and his staff would be her task since
the current county clerk is doing an
outstanding job. Rivera is a candidate for
county judge.
“I am not going to reinvent the wheel,”
she said. “There’s no reason why you
should, but you should take on the

See CLERKS, Page 13
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Blanca Villarreal/Collegian Photos
El presidente de la asociación de Mr. Amigo, Luigi Cristiano (de izquierda); Mr. Amigo 2013 Mariana Seoane; Carla Martinez; el alcalde de Brownsville, Tony Martinez; y la alcaldeza de Matamoros,
Lic. Norma Leticia Salazar-Vázquez, se toman de las manos como un símbolo de unidad entre fronteras durante la ceremonia “Saludo binacional”, la cual se llevó a cabo el jueves en el puente
Internacional Gateway.

Hermandad
entre
dos
culturas
Brownsville y Matamoros celebran sus lazos de amistad

Por Magaly Rosales
EDITORA DE ESPAÑOL

La tradicional ceremonia del “Saludo
binacional” una vez más simbolizó
la hermandad entre las ciudades de
Brownsville y Matamoros, Tamaulipas,
México, al reunir representantes de
ambas municipalidades en medio del
puente internacional Gateway.
La ceremonia, que se llevó a cabo el
pasado jueves, es parte de la celebración
anual de Charro Days Fiesta, la cual
cumple sus 77 años de existencia.
Mr. Amigo 2013, la actriz, cantante
y modelo mexicana Mariana Seoane,
estuvo presente en la ceremonia
acompañada por su familia. La artista,
quien recientemente antagonizó en la
telenovela “La tempestad,” fue muy
atenta con el público al posar para fotos,
bromear y reír con ellos.
Presente estaba el conductor Héctor
Sandarti, quien fue elegido como el
huésped distinguido de las Fiestas
Mexicanas de Matamoros. Sandarti, 45,
actualmente es conductor del programa
de televisión “Hoy”.
La ceremonia comenzó con los himnos

de ambos países y fue seguida con un
intercambio de banderas y regalos
entre pequeños de ambas ciudades en
vestimentas tradicionales de México, la
cual representó la amistad entre las dos
ciudades.
El alcalde de Brownsville, Tony
Martínez, habló de la unión y similitudes
entre las ciudades.
“Tenemos las mismas costumbres,
nos gusta la misma comida, la misma
música”, él dijo. “Aunque digan que
somos bicultural, a veces no veo la
diferencia. La verdad es que este evento
representa todo eso. Es maravilloso
describir lo que somos: Somos
binacionales, somos biculturales, somos
bilingües. Pero la verdad es que somos
una sola familia. Podemos hablar dos
diferentes lenguajes, podemos hablar
de dos diferentes costumbres, pero la
verdad es que nosotros como una familia
entre Matamoros, entre Brownsville, lo
que es México, lo que es Estados Unidos,
aquí en esta frontera, no hay frontera.
Simplemente hay lazos de amistad. Así
es que el idioma que hablamos aquí es de
amistad, de calor, y de mucho amor con

Lucas Cristiano, representando a Brownsville, y Angely Perez, representando a Matamoros,
intercambian regalos durante la ceremonia “Saludo binacional”, la cual se llevó a cabo el jueves
en el puente Internacional Gateway.

todo corazón”.
Martínez y su esposa, Carla, le
presentaron a la presidenta municipal
de Matamoros, Lic. Norma Leticia
Salazar-Vázquez, una placa y flores en
agradecimiento por la amistad entre
ambas municipalidades. En intercambio,
Salazar-Vázquez les obsequió a Martínez
y a su esposa una corbata y rebozo típicos.
Martínez también le obsequió un
elegante y tradicional rebozo a Seoane.
En una entrevista con The Collegian,
cuando se le preguntó a Seoane como se
sentía por haber sido elegida como Mr.
Amigo 2013, ella respondió: “Me siento
orgullosa y feliz, cumpliendo los 50 años
de Mr. Amigo. Orgullosa de mi patria,
que bonito, esta alianza que hay entre
Matamoros y Brownsville. Muy orgullosa
del folclor de mi país, de esta unión.
Somos países distintos pero tenemos
muchas cosas en común, costumbres
diferentes pero hay una hermandad y la
frontera más hermosa donde realmente
se siente y se lleva esto, pues es aquí. Me
siento muy orgullosa de formar parte de
todo esto”.
El presidente de la asociación de Mr.

Amigo, Luigi Cristiano, le agradeció
a Seoane por aceptar ser parte de la
celebraciones de los Días del Charro y
por ser Mr. Amigo.
El comité de las Fiestas Mexicanas
le obsequió a Sandarti una cuera
Tamaulipeca la cual estrenó en el estrado.
“No tienen idea de lo que representa
para mi estar por acá…” Sandarti dijo.
“Es un honor muy grande el que recibo.
Un honor muy grande que para mí
representa una gran responsabilidad
porque a partir de ahora represento
de alguna forma este sentimiento, esta
felicidad, esta diversión que toda la gente
de Matamoros, Tamaulipas… Me siento
invitado, a pesar de todo el frio que está
haciendo, el calor de sus corazones y el
calor de su cariño nos han dado desde
que llegamos es algo que me calienta
todo y que llevo en mi corazón”.
La ceremonia cerró con los presentes
en el estrado sosteniéndose de las
manos, formando una cadena humana a
través del puente, simbolizando un lazo
de amistad entre dos ciudades distintas.

Carla Martínez, esposa del alcalde Tony Martínez, le entrega un regalo de agradecimiento a la
presidenta municipal de Matamoros, Lic. Norma Leticia Salazar-Vázquez, en la ceremonia del
“Saludo binacional” el pasado jueves.
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ON CAMPUS

CLERKS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE11
weaknesses. … I believe in empowerment,
I want to empower the employees to do
something because they are the ones that
are the backbone of that office.”
Asked what the challenges of the office
are, Garza Perez replied it would be
learning the process while De Leon said
improving efficiency and Perez-Garzoria
answered that uniting the people would
be one of her biggest challenges.
“You have to learn what goes on on a
daily basis,” Garza Perez said.
De Leon said: “It’s how can I improve
it, how can I make it more efficient. It’s
not changing what others do.”

“Uniting the people … bringing people
together, it’s gonna be a big challenge,”
Perez-Garzoria said.
Early voting for the March 4 Texas
Primary election began Feb. 18 and
ended Friday.
The forum was sponsored by the
UT-Brownsville
Center
for
Civic
Engagement’s
Project
100%
and
Communication Chair and Associate
Professor John A. Cook’s leadership
communication class. Communication
junior Vicky Gerdsen served as
moderator.

CIVIL RIGHTS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

ADVISING
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

for this grant and we were informed
by our university librarian, Annabel
Treviño, that we were going to receive it,”
Hernandez said.
An estimated 3o students and faculty
attended the opening reception, where
trailers of the documentaries were
shown.
Freshman psychology major Cecy
Macías said the film that she found most
interesting was “The Loving Story.”
“It really surprised me that people
were getting beat up because of their
race,” Macias said. “I didn’t know it went
on that far.”
For more information on the
documentary series, contact Hernandez
at milagro.hernandez@utb.edu.

Coordinating Board data provided by
Yznaga. Five- and six-year graduation
rates were 35.9 percent and 48.5 percent,
respectively, for the same period.
Mandatory academic advising is
necessary each semester for students
who have less than 24 credit hours or
are on academic probation. University
advisers want to make sure students
have all the support they need with all
university deadlines, guidelines and
policies. If these groups of students do
not come in for advising, they will receive
a registration block and will be unable to
register until advising requirements are
met.
“We strongly encourage [all] students
to come in to advising,” Yznaga said.
The Academic Advising Center is
located in Main Building 1.400. For more
information, call 882-7362.

LUAU
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
vehicle they want to drive in the future.
“We will have, like, a real nice vehicle,
and then we will have a bike or old pair of
shoes because, obviously, with so many
DWIs, you get your license suspended
and you won’t be able to land a job or to
be able to make the money you want to
make, just because of a bad choice you
made in a night of partying,” Cisneros
said.
Student Health Services will provide
free HIV testing and inform students on
safe sex.
David Marquez, director of student
rights, said several law enforcement
agencies have been invited to the
event, including the Brownsville Police
Department, the Texas Alcoholic
Beverage Commission, South Padre
Island Police Department, the Brownsville
Fire Department and Cameron County
Sheriff’s Office. Mothers Against Drunk
Driving also will take part.
The event will feature live music, door
prizes, free fish tacos and soft drinks.

ALTERNATIVE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
Any
student
organization
or
community agency may sign up to
volunteer as a team.
The center is also seeking individual
volunteers to chaperone the children.
Lunch will be provided for volunteers
during the whole week.
Organizations that already have
signed up to volunteer are the Ecological
Restoration Club at UTB, Visual Arts
Chair and Professor Carlos G. Gómez’s
Painting II class, Rodeo Dental and
Orthodontics, the Brownsville Police
Department K-9 unit, the Brownsville
Food Bank and the Children’s Museum
of Brownsville.
To volunteer, call the center at
882-4300. The deadline to sign up is
Thursday.
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International
Student of the Week

Name: Young Chan Son, exchange
student from Soonchunhyang University
in Asan, South Korea
Age: 24
Hometown: Seo San, South Korea
Major: Business and English
Classification: Senior
How many languages do you speak:
“Korean and English.”
Why did you decide to study here?
“I had no information about America. I
knew just New York and L.A., that’s it.
So, I was like choosing and just chose it. I
didn’t know where Brownsville is.”
Tell me about some of the
traditional dishes of your country.
“We have rice, and we have some side
dishes [all separated], it can’t be more
than 20. ... Some very basic Korean food
is kimchi soup, so we put kimchi and
pork and … chili powder and garlic and
some onions.”
What are some of the tourist spots
in your country? “[The tourist cities
are] Seoul and the second one is Busan.”
What are some of the different
cultures in your country? “I think it’s
all the same … like in Korea they’re all
Korean. [There] are no mixes, just pure
Koreans everywhere. … Some people that
are from North Korea escaped to South
Korea to gain freedom … not a lot ’cause
it’s really hard to escape.”
What differences and similarities
do you find between your country
and the United States? “The same
lifestyle, like usually guys earn [the]

Héctor Aguilar/Collegian
Young Chan Son

money and the women do home business
raising the child. They have a home, they
ride a car. … Here, even though they
are like teenagers, they all have their
own car, but in Korea … they usually
get a car after they get a job. … In Korea
you don’t have to have a car because
you can go everywhere with the public
transportation.”
What are some of the wrong ideas
people have about your country?
“Most of the time they ask me if I’m
Chinese, [they] just ask me, “Are you
from China?’ [And I respond,] ‘No, I am
from Korea.’”
--Compiled by Ana Cavazos

Hundreds attend job fair

Blanca Villarreal/Collegian
Texas Game Warden recruiter Eric Howard talks to UT-Brownsville law and justice studies
sophomore Georgina Aranda about the benefits of working for the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department during the All Majors Job Fair, which took place Wednesday in the Student Union’s
Gran Salón. Forty-five recruiters from companies and agencies participated and more than
450 students attended, according to Juan Andrés Rodriguéz, program director for the Career
Services Department, which sponsored the job fair.
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Rare cinema

By Alberto Garcia
THE COLLEGIAN

Whether you’re out spending time with
your family watching the latest Pixar
movie, or treating your significant other to
dinner and a movie (let’s face it, ladies and
gentlemen, nine times out of 10, it’s always
a romantic comedy), the truth is, we all
enjoy watching feature films.
Feature films are produced all over
the world, resulting in many different
types of genres. Movie genres are
catered to our likings. Some of us are
fascinated by science fiction, which
deals with imaginative content such as
futuristic settings, advanced technology,
time and space travel, parallel universes
and extraterrestrial life. Popular titles
you may have heard of include George
Lucas’ “Star Wars,” Ridley Scott’s “Blade
Runner,” and the masterful “2001: A
Space Odyssey” by the visionary, Stanley
Kubrick. There are people who enjoy
watching gangster movies, such as Martin
Scorsese’s “Goodfellas” and Francis Ford
Coppola’s “The Godfather,” which portray
organized crime and instill a unique thrill
and fascination with the mafia lifestyle.
Powerful dramas, like Frank Darabont’s
“The Shawshank Redemption” and Steven
Spielberg’s “Schindler’s List,” provoke and
distort our emotions, prompting us to shed
tears for the characters and their fates.
Other films, however, veer away from
typical genres and styles of filmmaking.
These films reflect certain themes that
we would generally find confusing,

uncomfortable or controversial because of
the dark nature of the story or because of the
actions of the usually violent and deranged
characters portrayed in them. These films
will intrigue or offend, make you or break
you and certainly boggle the mind. You
might have heard of some of the films I am
about to comment on, but maybe you never
dared to watch them. Maybe these films are
new to your knowledge, but whatever the
case may be, prepare yourselves to traverse
into the realm of rare cinema.
Let me warn you by saying that these
films are not meant for general audiences.
I dared to watch them because of my
undying love for and devotion to the art of
filmmaking. Some of these films are deeply
disturbing while others are just visually
striking and mesmerizing. If you have an
interest in watching the films based on my
descriptions, do so with extreme caution.
The 1976 Italian film “Salo: The 120 Days
of Sodom,” most often referred to as “Salo,”
was both politically and controversially
condemned as one of the most vile and
inhumane films ever made. Told in three
“circles” (chapters)-- The Circle of Manias,
The Circle of [Excrement] and The Circle of
Blood--the film explores the lives of corrupt
and fascist political figures in Italy (after the
demise of Benito Mussolini) who kidnap 18
young boys and girls and expose them to
sadism, rape and every kind of physical and
mental torture you can think of. You are
probably wondering, “Why on earth would
he watch this stuff?” The answer is, because
I have to. I have to know the possibilities
and ideas that revolve around making

certain styles of film if I one day wish to
make a living in the film industry, which
I am pursuing as my life’s goal. “Salo” was
not an enjoyable film to watch, but it was
important in the sense that it is somewhat of
an eye-opener to the occult, the corruption
and the evil that exists in our world. I give
“Salo” a 1-out-of-10-stars rating because
of its extreme and gut-wrenching use of
cinematography. As a result of a private
screening in Italy, this film was banned in
several countries around the world and the
director, Pier Paolo Pasolini, was murdered
before the film’s release.
Author H.P. Lovecraft’s “Re-Animator,”
adapted for the screen and directed by
Stuart Gordon in 1985, tells the story of
medical student Herbert West and his rare
scientific breakthrough: the reanimation
(resurrection) of dead animals. Things go
awry when Herbert moves on to perform
unauthorized experiments on dead human
brains with the probability of successful
reanimation of a dead person. Herbert has
no idea that he is about to unleash a wave
of terror over his scientist colleagues. This
is a unique zombie-esque flick because
it portrays what could be a true medical
explanation for the existence of zombies.
I give the film nine out of 10 stars for its
chilling story and overall somber and, at
times, exhilarating horror sequences.
The 1982 Mexican horror film by director
Fernando Durán Rojas, “El Extraño Hijo
Del Sheriff,” which translates into “The
Sheriff’s Strange Son,” is set in a Wild
West-like town in Mexico. The story follows
the misfortune of a local sheriff who has
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conjoined
t w i n
boys.
The
sheriff
believes
that his sons
are possessed by the devil, which to him
explains why they are conjoined. The
sheriff decides to split them up crudely
with nothing but a cleaver; no medical
procedure. He believes this will cast the
devil out. Consequently, one twin dies,
leaving the other “devil-free.” The deceased
twin’s soul becomes possessed by an evil
entity and returns as a demonic ghost to
claim his other half and consequently leads
to mysterious and grisly deaths in the small
town. This film proves to be a haunting
tale that separates itself from traditional
monster horror films by depicting what
could be one of the weirdest characters in
Mexican Cinema. This film is low-budget
and the acting is pure B-grade material, but
it earns seven stars in my book because it
had the ability to keep me up all night, and
the following night and the night after that.
Check these films out sometime if you
are feeling curious and adventurous about
films. You’re in for a delusional treat!
Honorable mentions: “El Topo” (1970),
by Alejandro Jodorowsky, and “Dogtooth”
(2009), by Yorgos Lanthimos.
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Contender tournament in Irving
Saad Milan places fourth in S.A. Shootout

By Michelle Espinoza
THE COLLEGIAN

The UT-Brownsville Men’s Golf team
is competing in the NAIA Contender
Tournament at TPC Four Seasons in
the Dallas suburb of Irving today and
Tuesday.
In an interview Wednesday, Golf Coach
Daniel Hayden told The Collegian he
expects the men to play extremely well.
“They played the last two rounds in
the San Antonio tournament, [which]
were their two better rounds of the
year,” Hayden said. “So, if we can just
build on that going into the Contender
tournament, I think they have a great
chance at finishing [in] the top half of the
field.”
UTB’s biggest rivals will be the No.
1 team in the nation, Wayland Baptist
University, the No. 2 team, Oklahoma
City University, and the host school,
Northwood University.
The UTB team placed seventh out of
10 teams in the San Antonio Shootout
tournament hosted Feb. 24 and 25 by
UTB and Oklahoma City University.
The Ocelots garnered a final score
of 932 in the three-round tournament.
Wayland Baptist University won the
tournament with a total score of 884.
Junior golfer Saad Milan earned fourth
place individually out of 56 men in the
tournament.
“I feel pretty good,” Milan said about
his ranking. “It’s actually my second top

Photos Courtesy UTB Athletics

UT-Brownsville golfer Saad Milan practices on the field. Milan earned
fourth place individually in the San Antonio Shootout tournament.

five in my college career that I have. I’m
not disappointed, but I know I could do
better than fourth place.”
Milan scored 77-69-73 for a total of

Shannon Heerey, a high school senior from Kells, County Meath, Ireland,
signs a letter of intent to play for the UTB Women’s Golf Team in Fall 2014.

scored 83-79-82 for an overall 244; and
Michael Fasci rounded it out with marks
of 94-78-79 and 251 overall, according to
a news release from UTB Athletics.

“They played the last two rounds in the San Antonio
tournament, [which] were their two better rounds of the year.”
--Daniel Hayden
UT-Brownsville Golf Coach

219. Justin Kitten finished with scores of
81-77-77, with a final score of 235; Eric
Cavazos ended with a tally of 80-7880 and a final score of 238; Jon Ybarra

“The men played extremely well,”
Hayden said. “We had a rough start in
the first round of the event but the final
two rounds were above and beyond

what I expected. So that does show
improvement. I’m definitely looking
forward to the next event to, hopefully,
build on some momentum from here.”
In other golf news, UTB has
announced that Shannon Heerey, a
high school senior from Kells, County
Meath, Ireland, has signed a letter
of intent to play for the women’s golf
team. Heerey will join the team in
Fall 2014. She currently attends St.
Ciaráns Community School and is in the
Top 15 percent of her class, according to a
news release from UTB Athletics.
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